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Study on high-priced dowry and its reproduction mechanism——the empirical analysis of C town in

Jinjiang city, Fujian Province

WANG Li
(School of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)
Abstract: High-priced dowry has constituted a common social fact in rural society of Jinjiang , Fujian province. It is found that the
reproduction of high-priced dowry in Jinjiang turns out to be the result of local people” practice under the local unique social struc-
ture: good economic conditions and obvious economic stratification of the local families constitute the objective premise ; the de-
pendent status of rural women in Jinjiang countryside provides the inner driving power; the local intermarriage dominated by par-
ents is the social carrier. The practice of high-price dowry in Jinjiang has broken the marriage exchange cycle of "bride-price and
dowry", and has a relatively independent functional meaning. It enhances the status of women in the in-laws’ family but cannot
change the status of women dependence on the in-laws’ family, and also excludes the daughters of poor class from the local mar-
riage circle.

Keywords: Economic stratification; Women's dependent status; Local intermarriage; High-priced dowry
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